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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1 1423 

GENEVA FOR SAUNDERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE 

SUBJ: THE ARMY MOVES INTO NORTH LEBANON; COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
REPLACED 

REF: BEIRUT 11359 

1. SUMMARY. LEBANESE ARMY DEPLOYMENT BETWEEN TRIPOLI 
AND ZGHORTA BEGINNING LATE SEPT 10 HAS EFFECTIVELY STOPPED 
CIVIL STRIFE IN THAT REGION. ARMY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
ISKANDER GHANEM REPLACED BY BRIG HANNA SAID. A MARONITE. 
POLITICAL REACTIONS TO THIS CONTROVERSIAL MOVE ARE CAUTIOUS 
SO FAR. END SUMMMARY. 

2. THE GOL ANNOUNCED AT 2100 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 10 THE 
ARMY WOULD BE SENT TO NORTH LEBANON TO STOP THE FIGHTING 
THERE. DEPLOYMENTS BEGAN IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, AND AS 
OF EARLY MORNING SEPT 1 1 ARMY UNITS WERE IN PLACE BETWEEN 
TRIPOLI AND ZGHORTA AS BUFFER BETWEEN THE FEUDING SIDES. 

THE UNITS WERE ORDERED TO STAY OUT OF TRIPOLI AND ZGHORTA. 
SECURITY IN THESE CENTERS WILL REMAIN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES. THUS. DEPLOYMENT IS DESIGNED TO 
MINIMIZE ARMY ROLE-OR AT LEAST ENABLE GOVERNMENT TO ARGUE 
PLAUSIBLY THAT ROLE MINIMIZED- AND THUS HOPEFULLY MOLLI- 
FY OBJECTIONS FROM MOSLEMS AND LEFTISTS TO ARMY'S USE. THE 
DEPLOYMENT ALSO AVOIDS DEVELOPING ARGUMENT OVER WHETHER 
ARMY SHOULD BE DIRECTED AGAINST TRIPOLI FORCES THREATENING 
ZGHORTA OR ZGHORTA FORCES AIMED AT TRIPOLI. 

3. THE DEPLOYMENT HAS EFFECTIVELY STOPPED THE FIGHTING. 

AS OF 1000 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 11, TRIPOLI-ZGHORTA AREA IS 
QUIET. OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY REMAIN CALM. HOWEVER. 

IN BEIRUT PUBLIC IMPACT OF GASOLINE SHORTAGE 

IS BECOMING MORE ACUTE. LONG LINES AT BEIRUT GAS STATIONS 
FREQUENTLY ARE PRODUCING MINOR DISPUTES AMONG THOSE WAITING. 
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MOBIL OIL OFFICIAL REPORTS THAT ONE OIL TANKER TRUCK CARRYING 
GASOLINE NORTH FROM MEDRECO REFINERY AT SIDON WAS DIVERTED 
BY FORCE TO UNINTENDED DESTINATION; HIJACKERS WERE WILLING, 
HOWEVER, TO PAY FOR GASOLINE. OTHER DETAILS OF HIJACKING ARE 
UNKNOWN. ALTHOUG DRAFT OF OIL TANKER SHIP DUE TO ARRIVE 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON APPARENTLY IS NOT TOO DEEP FOR MOBIL PORT 
AT DORA. OIL MINISTRY, AS OF THURS MORNING, WAS CONSIDERING 
ALLOWING THE SHIP TO DISCHARGE AT TRIPOLI IF SECURITY SITUATION 
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THERE REMAINS CALM. MINISTRY IS HOPEFUL NORMAL SUPPLY FROM 
TRIPOLI CAN BE RESUMED SOON. 

4. AS EXPECTED, THE GOL STATEMENT INCLUDED ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT ARMY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ISKANDER GHANEM WOULD BE 
REPLACED. HE WILL GET AN EXTENDED LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM THE 
ARMY AND BE GIVEN A DIPLOMATIC ASSIGNMENT (UNSPECIFIED). 

THE NEW COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IS BRIG HANNA SAID. A MARONITE 
WHO HAS BEEN COMMANDER OF THE BEKAA VALLEY REGION UP TO 
NOW. SAID HAS BEEN PROMOTED TO MAJ GENERAL. A DARK HORSE 
CANDIATE FOR THE JOB, HE WAS NAMED IN PREFERENCE TO YESTER- 
DAY'S FRONT-RUNNER, COL JULES BOUSTANY, BECAUSE THE LATTER'S 
RANK WAS CONSIDERED TOO LOW. NAMING BOUSTANY WOULD HAVE 
VIOLATED SENIORITY PRINCIPLES AND THUS POSSIBLY BE RECEIVED 
WITH ILL GRACE BY SOME OFFICERS ON PROFESSIONAL GROUNDS. BRIG 
SAID IS AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY POLITICALLY, BUT UNLIKE GHANEM HAS 
MADE VERY FEW ENEMIES. THOUGH ONCE KNOWN AS A CHEHABIST, 

HE IS NOT IDENTIFIED WITH ANY FACTION. HE IS RESPECTED IN THE 
ARMY. (SEE SEPTEL FOR BIO DETAILS,) 

5. POLITICAL LEADERS ARE REACTING CAUTIOUSLY TO GOL 

MOVE. MOST HAVE WITHHELD COMMENT PENDING LATER DEVELOPMENTS. 
LEFTISTS UNDER KEMAL JUMBLATT ARE MEETING TODAY, SEPT 11, 

AND ALSO POSSIBLY TOMORROW AND WILL ISSUE A STATEMENT. 

MOSLEM REACTION IS CIRCUMSPECT SO FAR. A PROMINENT MOS- 
LEM LAYMAN INDICATED TO EMBOFF SEPT 1 1 THAT MOSLEMS AC- 
CEPTED THE NECESSITY FOR STRONG ACTION IN THE DETERIORATING 
SITUATION, BUT HE SAID THEIR REACTION WOULD BE FAVORABLE 
ONLY IF TWO CONDITIONS ARE MET: FIRST, THE PERSONS RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR THE SEPT 7 "MASSACRE" OF THE 12 TRIPOLITANIANS 
PICKED UP AT CHEKKA (BEIRUT 1 1251) MUST BE TURNED OVER TO 
THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES. (THIS CONDITION FIGURED PROMINENTLY 
IN CONSULTATIONS PRECEDING YESTERDAY'S GOL ANNOUNCEMENT 
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AND SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A MOSLEM/LEFTIST CONDITION FROM THE 
START. IT HAS NOT YET BEEN MET.) SECONDLY, THE DRAFT ARMY 
REORGANIZATION LAW MUST BE APPROVED, ESPECIALLY TO PROVIDE 
FOR A COMMAND COUNCIL TO SHARE AUTHORITY WITH COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF. 

6. COMMENT: EARLY SIGNS ARE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
EXECUTED THIS TICKLISH MOVE SUCCESSFULLY. EXTENSIVE PRIOR 
CONSULTATIONS, THE REPLACEMENT OF THE CONTROVERSIAL GHANEM, 
AND THE RESTRAINED MANNER OF DEPLOYMENT HAVE COMBINED TO 
SOFTEN OPPOSTION. JUMBLATT'S LEFTISTS REMAIN THE CHIEF UN- 
KNOWN ELEMENT, AND THE TWO MOSLEM CONDITIONS NOTED ABOM 

COULD BE STUMBLING BLOCKS. WE SHOULD ALSO NOT REPEAT NOT 
OVERLOOK THE POSSIBILITY THAT MAVERICK PALESTINIAN 
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ELEMENTS IN TRIPOLI COULD DISCOMBOBULATE THE RATHER 
DELICATE BALANCE IN THAT AREA. 

GODLEY 
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